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The music of Antonin DvorÃ¡k defies fashion. He is one of the very few composers whose works

entered the international mainstream during his own lifetime, and some of them have remained

there ever since. The pieces that historically define his inter
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'... If one defines greatness as the ability to create a series of masterpieces over a broad range of

musical media, then Dvorak was, demonstrably and without exaggeration, the greatest composer of

the last half of the nineteenth century.' This quotation from Mr. Hurwitz leaves litle to question about

his opinion of Dvorak. And in the last half of the nineteenth century when Brahms, Mahler, Wagner,

Tchaikovshy, Verdi, Strauss, and Sibelius were working. Not a bad company with which to be

associated.Mr. Hurwitz has a reputation for taking the work of a composer (Wagner, Mahler, Mozart)

and providing an insight into the music, it's history, it's derivation to give the reader a better

understanding of the music you are hearing.The book is about 250 pages long, and the book comes

with two full length audio CD's containing 22 tracks of Dvorak's work. These serve to illustrate Mr.

Hurwitz's commentary and analysis.A book of this length and two classical CD's for this price is

extraordinary in itself.

I was researching Dvorak's music and found this deepened my understanding and appreciation of



his music. The book gets somewhat technical, but the CD is helpful. Probably mostly for DD's.

dedicated Dvorak fans.

*-*

I ordered this book for my brother who is a music professor and he really liked it and the CD that

came with it.
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